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E.O.: 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, NI 

SUBJ: GOWON WARNS AGAINST PLOTTERS USING LABOR UNREST 

REF: LAGOS 0879 

SUMMARY: IN WAKE SMC MEETING WHICH REPORTEDLY APPROVED 
TOUGH PMG LINE ON LABOR UNREST, GOWON DELIVERED PUBLIC 
WARNING AGAINST "ILL-MOTIVATED ELEMENTS" SEEKING 
CAPITALIZE ON GRIEVENCES POR POLITICAL PURPOSES AND 
CAUTIONED THAT PMG TOLERANCE HAS ITS LIMITS. GOWON CHARGES 
OP POLITICAL MOTIVATION MAY WELL HAVE SOME BASIS IN PACT, 

BUT NONETHELESS APPEAR SERIOUSLY UNDERESTIMATS REAL 
GRIEVANCES STEMMING FROM FMG WHITE PAPER. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN WAKE TWO-DAY MEETING OP SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL 
(SMC), GOVON ON JANUARY 29 USED SWEARING-IN CEREMONY POR 
NEW PEDERAL COMMISSIONERS AS PLATPORM POR ISSUING STRONG 
WARNING THAT THERE IS LIMIT TO WHAT PMG AS RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT 
CAN TOLERATE IN FACE OP "CALCULATED PLAN TO DISRUPT ORDERLY 
PROGRESS". NOTING EVENTS OP PAST THREE WEEKS, GOWON STATED 
THERE IS EVIDENCE "SOME ILL-MOTIVATED ELEMENTS" ARE SEEKING TO 
MISUESE WORKER DEMANDS, SOME OP WHICH ARE GENUINE, IN ORDER 
"PRECIPITATE PARALYSIS OP GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY". FMG'S 
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"HONEST ATTEMPTS" TO IMPROVE WORKERS' STANDARDS OP LIVING WERE 
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"DELIBERATELY MISINTERPRETED", HE SAID: EFEORTS MADE TO TURN 
ONE SECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE AGAINS ANOTHER; AND "OUTRAGEOUSLY 
FALSE" REPORTS ON INCREASES MILITARY SALARY SCALES CIRCULATED. 
NONETHELESS, FMG HAS REFUSED TO BE GOADED INTO DRASTIC ACTION BY 
SUCH "SUBVERSIVE ACTS", BUT HE IMPLIED THAT IT WAS KEEPING ALL 
ITS OPTIONS OPEN. 

2. GOVERNOR NORTH-CENTRAL STATE AND SMC MEMBER ABBA EYARI 
SPOKE IN EVEN STRONGER TERMS DURING AIRPORT INTERVIEW SAME DAY, 
WARNING NATION NOT TO MISTAKE CIVILITY OF MILITARY REGIME EOR 
WEAKNESS, AND TO RESPECT DECREES AGAINST STRIKE ACTIONS. HE 
CHARACTERIZED PRESENT INDUSTRIAL UNREST AS "DIRECT SLAP AT 
LAWS OF LAND", AND URGED WORKERS TO SETTLE WAGE TALKS AMICABLY 
RATHER THAN EMBARK ON UNNECESSARY INDUSTRIAL ACTIONS. EYERI 
CONCLUDED THAT FMG WOULD USE POLICE TO ENEORCE GOVERNMENT 
DECREES AND CALL IN ARMY ONLY AS LAST RESORT. 

3. WELL-PLACED FMG SOURCE REPORTS THAT SMC DEVOTED BULK ITS 
MEETING JANUARY 27-28 TO DISCUSSION OE PAPER PREPARED BY 
LABOR PERMSEC KOKU ON CURRENT INDUSTRIAL STRIFE. ACCORDING 
SOURCE, SMC DECIDED CONTINUE USE DECREE 53 AND SPECIAL 
CONCILIATORS (LAGOS 1 1829) AS MECHANISM FOR FMG EFFORTS TO 
SOLVE CURRENT INDUSTRIAL UNREST. LABOR MINISTRY IS TO UNDERTAKE 
EXTENSIVE CONTACTS WITH TRADE UNION LEADERS TO ADVISE THEM OF 
FMGS SERIOUSNESS ON THIS MATTER, AND TO STRESS DETENTION 
POSSIBILITIES IN DECREE 53. 

4. COMMENT: THESE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS LEND EURTHER SUPPORT 

TO HYPOTHESIS ADVANCED REETEL THAT FMG PREPARED TO TAKE TOUGHER 
LINE ON STRIKES AND STRIKE LEADERS, THOUGH DECREE OE FMG 
DETERMINATION ONLY NOW BEGINNING TO BE TESTED. WITH NUNBE 
WORKERS ON STRIKE IN PROTEST AGAINST DETENTION OF ANIMASHSUN 
AND OTHER LABOR LEADERS, FMG MUST MAKE ITS TOUGH LINE STICK BY 
GETTING STRIKERS BACK TO WORK WITHOUT CAPITULATING OR ELSE WILL 
EXPOSE ITSELF TO RASH OF FURTHER INDUSTRIAL ACTIONS WHENEVER 
DETENTION WEAPON IS USED. 

5. GOWON'S CHARGES OF POSSIBLE POLITICAL MOTIVATIONS BEHIND 
LABOR UNREST MAY WELL HAVE SOME BASIS IN FACT, THOUGH HARD 
EVIDENCE ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO PRODUCE. THERE HAVE BEEN REPORTS 
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IN BOTH LAGOS AND KADUNA ABOUT OPPONENTS OF MILITARY REGIME 
(USUALLY SAID TO BE YORUBA POLITICIANS) ATTEMPTING TO KEEP 
POT BOILING IN ORDER DISCREDIT FMG AND PERHAPS EVEN BRING DOWN 
GOVERNMENT. NUNBE LEADER ANIMASHSUN, FOR EXAMPLE, WAS REPORTEDLY 
IN CONTACT WITH AWOLOWO (WITH WHOM HE HAD CLOSE RELATIONS 
THROUGH FORMER ACTION GROUP) BOTH BEFORE AND AFTER INITIAL SIX- 
DAY BANK STRIKE. 
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6. NEVERTHELESS, SEEIMING ATTEMPT BY GOWN TO PIN PRINCIPAL 
RESPONSIBILITY ON POLITICAL AGITATORS GOES WIDE OE MARK AND DOES 
NOT EACE UP TO EXISTENCE OE GENUINE AND WIDE-SPREAD GRIEVANCES 
AMONG WORKERS IN BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS. POLITICIANS 
CERTAINLY WOULD LIKE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OE SITUATION, BUT 
WORKER UNREST IS MOTIVATED MORE BY REAL ECONOMIC PROBLEMS THAN 
BY ANY DESIRE TO EMBARRASS OR TOPPLE EMG. IN SIMILAR VEIN, 

WHILE GOWN UNDOUBTEDLY SINCERE IN CLAIMING THAT FMG IS MAKING 
"HONEST ATTEMPT" TO IMPROVE WORKERS' LOT, HIS STATEMENT IN 
EEEECT DENIES POSSIBILITY THAT "UNPOUNDED ' OR "MISINFORMED" 
COMPLAINTS COULD BE RESULT OF FAILURE IN EMG INPORMATION PROGRAM. 
AS WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY NOTED, EMG INPORMATION EPPORT IN EXPLAINING 
IMPLICATIONS OF, AND MOTIVES BEHIND, WHITE PAPER ON UDOJI 
REPORT WAS WOEPULLY LACKING, AND PURTHER "MISUNTERPRETATIONS ' 
CERTAIN TO OCCUR UNLESS AND UNTIL IT IS GREATLY IMPROVED. 

REINHARDT 
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